RECOMMENDATIONS on the IANA Function

CENTR IANA WG, 28 February

Introduction

The background of this initiative is to work in positive and cooperative way with ICANN to improve the IANA function and to facilitate a communication about the ccTLDs needs.

Historically, the InterNIC database for each ccTLD the following were listed, in this order there were:

Domain Name (eg. DE)

Registrant (e.g. DENIC eG) 

Administrative Contact: (e.g. Sabine Dolderer)

Technical Contact: (e.g. DENIC Operations)

Name Server details

Under the InterNIC, either the Technical or Administrative Contact could request changes to the corresponding entry in the database. Since ICANN has been involved in performing the IANA function all parties involved have to give their consent to all changes, including routine technical changes, such as changes to name servers.

(ICANN has unilaterally adopted the term "Sponsoring Organisation’ in recent times when referring to Registrant/ccTLD Managers, but we do not propose to debate that issue further here.)

Recommendations

The CENTR IANA WG make the following recommendations in relation to ccTLDs and the working of  IANA for the benefit of all concerned.

1.
The “ccTLD Manager”  (i.e. the “Registrant”) is "the Organisation in charge" of the ccTLD Registry. It is the ultimate responsibility for the TLD. 

2.
While recognising that historically a few ccTLD managers are “natural persons” we recommend that ccTLD manager (acting as Trustee for the corresponding ccTLD and global internet community) should be a legal entity (such as an incorporated organisation), which may be established in the area that corresponds with the country code.

[Note: This Recommendation may replace the existing requirement (RFC1591) which requires an Administrative Contact who is resident in the country or territory which the two letter code represents.] 

3.
The effect of Recommendations 1 and 2 is that “Administrative and Technical Contact are recognised as the representatives of the Registrant and can be replaced by formal notice from the ccTLD Manager (at any time) and have sole duty to the ccTLD Manager as the "Organisation in charge". 

4.
Whilst the ccTLD manager has the ultimate authority for a ccTLD we recommend as a matter of process that for all changes including the replacement of a contact both the affected contact and the ccTLD manager should receive communication from the IANA regarding the proposed changes. 

Background

Many ccTLDs are already organised according to this model and the listed Technical Contacts and Administrative Contacts have a pre-existing relationship with the ccTLD Manager. 

The current situation whereby the consent of what may be a former employee of a ccTLD manager who may have left under disagreeable circumstances is required before minor routine technical changes (e.g. in the event the Technical Contact ceases his employment) is not satisfactory.

Furthermore replacement of the admin contact is being considered by IANA as tantamount to redelegation of the ccTLD since IANA is currently unclear as to who is in charge because in some ccTLDs the duties are divided between three different parties (admin-c, tech-c and the  ccTLD Manager / Registrant).

Having established the ccTLD Manager as the “authority” for the corresponding ccTLD  the next challenge before the working group is the authentication of the mode of communication with the IANA.  In that regard it is currently proposed that the ccTLD Manager determines and notifies the IANA of their preferred method of authentication. 

Questions

The IANA WG needs your input now and we invite you to give your opinion to the following question as soon as possible.

Do you agree that the management of the IANA function with respect to ccTLDs should be changed to a concept where the ccTLD Manager is the ultimate responsibility for the TLD regardless if contracts between ICANN and a new "Sponsoring Organization’ entity" have been reached as outlined below?

Yes 

No

Do you agree that for changes in the IANA database, consultation with the contact persons should take place , but the ccTLD Manager should have the ultimate authority with such decisions?

Yes 

No

If you were asked how would you want your communication with the IANA to be authenticated?

Such methods (to be determined) may include: 

i)
by written fax or mailed letter with signature; 

ii) 
PGP signed email, 

iii)
key exchange, 

iv)
Password exchange etc 

v)
written instruction with telephone confirmation

vi)
a ccTLD Trustee Committee (something to be devised) 

vii)     
other....

