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Launch date:
September the 11th, 2003 

NASK – the first ccTLD registry in Europe
supporting Internationalized Domain
Names.





Schedule
• August the 11th, 2003: 

NASK’s IETF draft

• September the 11th, 2003: 
(Polish script) .pl

• September the 18th, 2003: 
(Polish script) .com.pl / .net.pl / .biz.pl



Polish characters
• U+00F3                (LATIN SMALL LETTER O WITH ACUTE)
• U+0105                (LATIN SMALL LETTER A WITH OGONEK)
• U+0107                (LATIN SMALL LETTER C WITH ACUTE)
• U+0119                (LATIN SMALL LETTER E WITH OGONEK)
• U+0142                (LATIN SMALL LETTER L WITH STROKE)
• U+0144                (LATIN SMALL LETTER N WITH ACUTE)
• U+015B                (LATIN SMALL LETTER S WITH ACUTE)
• U+017A                (LATIN SMALL LETTER Z WITH ACUTE)
• U+017C                (LATIN SMALL LETTER Z WITH DOT ABOVE)

ą ć ę ł ń ó ś ż ź



Schedule cont.
• October the 6th, 2003: +German 

umlauts

• October the 20th, 2003: +Latin

• November the 3rd, 2003:        
+Hebrew, Arabic, Greek

• February the 26th, 2004: Cyrillic



IETF Internet Drafts
• NASK’s policy: to publish all the NASK’s

internal protocols & standards as the IETF 
Internet Drafts (i.e. IDNs, EPP for .PL, EPP 
for +48ENUM)

• The IDN registration rules are also available 
as I-D.

• Technical part of Registy-Registrar 
agreement refers to the IETF documents 
including the NASK’s drafts, as the best 
source of the up-to-date information.





IETF Internet Drafts
Up-to-date:

draft-bartosiewicz-idn-pltld-04
(Latin+Hebrew+Greek+Arabic) 

Obsolete:
• 1st: draft-bartosiewicz-idn-pltld-01 (Polish characters only)
• 2nd: draft-bartosiewicz-idn-pltld-02 (Polish+German)
• 3rd:  draft-bartosiewicz-idn-pltld-03 (Latin 1 Supplement & 

Extended A)

http://www.bartosiewicz.pl/draft-bartosiewicz-idn-pltld-04.txt
http://www.bartosiewicz.pl/draft-bartosiewicz-idn-pltld-04.txt


IETF Internet Drafts…
Awaiting for publicaton:

draft-bartosiewicz-idn-pltld-05
(Latin+Hebrew+Greek+Arabic+Cyrillic) 

New in the document: Cyrillics + rules for mix-scripts.

more…
http://www.bartosiewicz.pl/IDN



Example of IETF draft



First Come,
First Served



RULES
• First Come, First Served method,
• No waiting lists, no pre-registrations,
• Big Bang: 

launch at 6 a.m., September the 11th,

• No sunrise period,



www.kozłowski.pl

ACE stringACE prefix

www.xn--kozowski-8ob.pl

http://www.koz�owski.pl/
http://www.koz�owski.pl/


Entering the IDN in browser



www.xn--kozowski-8ob.pl

IDN in DNS…

http://www.xn--kozowski-8ob.pl/
http://www.xn--kozowski-8ob.pl/


Resolution in DNS

(2) xn--wwz-hna2g.pl?

(3) IP

(4)

DNS 
Server

(1) www.wąwóz.pl



RULES
• ACE version only (consistent with RFC 

3490 & draft-bartosiewicz-idn-pltld-04) for 
input, output, processing,

• “xn” is the only accepted prefix for ACE 
domain names,

• No special rules for ACE domain names,



RULES

• No variants, 
• No bundling,
• No association with languages –

- no “language tags”,
• No changes to internal databases, 

protocols, invoicing, procedures, customenr
care etc.



No changes in software. Example: WhoIs



RULES 

• The object of the contract is the ACE form 
of the domain name
The registration of domains with hypens on 
3rd and 4th positions and other than ‘xn’ 
prefix remains prohibited,

• Combination of characters from different sets 
is not allowed.



RULES 

• Maximum length of domain name: 63,
• Minimum length on domain name: 1,
• Max & min length refers to ACE version.



STATS
New registrations, Weekly
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STATS
New registrations, growing, weekly
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STATS

26%

74%

Direct registrations
Registrars



Advertisements for IDNs



Public Relations
• Press conference – April 2003,
• Press Releases i.e. 

– „Gazeta Wyborcza”
– “Rzeczpospolita”
– “ComputerWorld”
– “InternetStandards”
– „BiznesNet”
– “e-biznes”

• TV/Radio Broadcast: “Zet”, “Trójka”, “94”, “Radio Katowice”, 
“Tok FM”, „TV4”



andrzej.bartosiewicz @ NASK.pl

More info: 
www.IDN.pl

Presentations:
www.bartosiewicz.pl
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